AN OASIS IN THE SAHARA seems like paradise to one who has seen

nothing but stretches of burning, shifting sand for days. Sometimes, when             _                               _    _                                             .___   __.......

crossing these desert sands, a traveler sees a pool of water ruffled by the     above.  This trick mirror may cause a far-away object to appear nearby,

wind,  This may be only a "mirage," or false picture, caused by the sand     a scene to be upside-down or an image to seem double.
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giving heat to the adjacent layers of air.   This air becomes less dense,
and  possesses   different,   properties   of   reflection   than   the   cooler   air